
 

 

  

Sign Manual 
Recycled Plastic & Recycled Wood Plastic Composite 
 
This manual is designed to assist you in making your decision regarding what sign 
best suits your environment, your ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΧ 
 
And remember, every Cosset sign that you specify to get your message across ς 
ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǘ ƪƛƭƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻŦ Ǉƻǎǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘŦƛƭƭΧ  
 
 

   
 

   Cosset Industries Australia Pty Ltd 

2010 

For Further Information Free Call 1800 COSSET (1800 267 738) 
Or Visit www.cosset.com.au 

6/2/2010 



2 Cosset Industries Australia Pty Ltd ς Free Call 1800 COSSET 
 

INDEX 
 

 

Section Page # 

  

Art Work   

- Art Work Requirements 3 

- Important Information Regarding Art Work  3 

  

Proofs and Sign Off 3 

  

Materials Used  

- High Impact Acrylic 4 

- Makrolon AR Polycarbonate 4 

- Two Toned Sandwich Board / Ultra Tough Sheeting 4 

- Recycled Plastic Sheeting 4 

  

Screws & Fixings 5 

  

Sign Options  

- Bollard Signs 5 

- Totem Signs 6 

- Plank Signs 7 

- Paddle Signs 8 

- Podium Signs 9 

- Display Signs 10 

- Notice Boards 11 

  

Seat Plaques & Plank Lettering 11 

  

Maintenance  

- Installation 12 

- Ongoing Car 12 

- Graffiti on Plaques 12 

- Graffiti on Recycled Plastic / Wood Plastic Composite 12 

  

Sign Symbols  

- Chemical Hazard 12 / 13 

- Permissible 13 

- Regulation 14 / 15 

- Mandatory Safety 15 

- Warning 16 / 17 

- Information 18 

 

 



3 Cosset Industries Australia Pty Ltd ς Free Call 1800 COSSET 
 

1) Art Work Requirements 

 

Cosset can assist with all artwork requirements; the following is advice for those that may have the 

ability to produce their own artwork files.  

 

Art work relating to orders should be sent in the following format: 

 

EPS Vector Outlines: (e.g. ShireLogo.EPS) this is the artwork required for all reverse routed plaques, as 

well as most digitally printed artwork.  EPS refers to the actual properties of the file being made up of a 

series of artwork lines that most routers can follow smoothly to ensure signage is correctly made.  This 

type of file can also be received with an .A1 (Adobe Illustrator) extension. 

 

If the above cannot be obtained, a high resolution .JPG file can sometimes be accepted. 

 

If any of the aforementioned file types cannot be provided, or the artwork is in poor resolution, we can 

create artwork, however this will be billed. 

 

2) Important Information Regarding Artwork 

 

To avoid an artwork setup cost we request that you send any artwork you have designed in either an 

eps, ai or pdf (editable) format, all being created in Adobe Illustrator or Corel Draw software.  Please 

make sure all fonts are converted to outlines/curves before sending. 

 

The minimum requirement for the best possible photograph prints is 300dpi @ 50% of full size.  

Anything lower than this may pixelate when enlarged to print size. 

 

Please supply all sign layouts in CMYK or Pantone colours and supply images in RBG format. 

 

Images can be supplied in most formats: jpeg, bmp, tiff, although tiff and bitmap formats are preferred 

as they contain uncompressed colour information. Any changes that need to be made to sign layouts or 

images, to improve upon the way in which they have been sent to us, will incur a setup fee of $100 per 

hour. 

 

Please follow the above request so that we may supply you with your finished products in the best 

quality and as quickly as possible. 

 

3) Proofs & Sign Off 

 

Cosset Industries takes proofing and signing off by customers very seriously.  This is why with every 

order, whether it is small or large, a proof is sent and requires written approval for the job to 

commence. 
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4) Materials Used 

 

Cosset Industries Australia Pty Ltd uses only premium materials for the manufacture ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜΧ  

 

Our recycled wood plastic composite materials are enhanced using a combination of different premium 

products and additional materials needed to satisfy both the broad product range, and the market. 

 

High-Impact Acrylic (GEN) /  Makrolon Polycarbonate (MAK)  

There are two main materials we use for outdoor plaques and signage, 1) High-Impact Acrylic (which is 

referred to in Cosset documentation including pricing as GEN), or 2) Makrolon Abrasive Resistant 

Polycarbonate (which is referred to in Cosset documentation including pricing as MAK). High-Impact 

acrylic is used for our smaller reverse routed plaques and Makrolon Polycarbonate is used for our larger, 

digitally printed signs. 

 

On Paddle, Podium and Display signs, the option is given of using either MAK or GEN. 

 

Both materials are supplied in 3.2mm thick for smaller signs and 4.5mm is used for larger signs such as 

our display sign.  The main difference between the two materials is that acrylic provides a clear, non-

glare (matt) finish over a layer of rich colour and is light scratching and fingerprint resistant.  Makrolon 

Polycarbonate is a premium signage material which is a clearer, reflective material that provides strong 

and efficiently priced, high quality digital prints.  The thickness of both materials ensures an impact 

strength considerably higher than that of glass of the same thickness.  

¶ The Acrylic used contains 18% pre-consumer recycled plastic. 

¶ The Makrolon Polycarbonate used contains no recycled plastic. 

 

2- Toned Sandwich Board /  Ultra Tough Sheeting 

This material is made with three layers.  The two outer layers of one colour, and the inner layer of 

another, thus when the outer surface is engraved the inner colour is exposed.  This eliminates the need 

for painting; however painting can be undertaken if more than two colours are required.  For example in 

the case of Golf Course tee signage. 

 

Cosset Industries holds small amounts of the more regularly used colours.  Other colours can be ordered 

in. This material has a lead time anywhere from 1 week to 4 weeks depending on colour and quantity. 

 

Recycled Plastic Sheeting & Other Sheeting 

Our recycled plastic sheeting comes in various thicknesses.  These are 9mm, 12mm 15mm and 19mm; 

black/grey up to 25mm and black up to 32mm.  Sheets are ordered in 2440mm x 1220mm units and the 

colours available are black, green, white, cream and grey.  This material is easily cut or routed.  Nailing is 

not recommended as a permanent fixing but screwing and/or hot air welding is the best means of 

permanent bonding. 

 

This material is made from 100% recycled plastic. 
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5) Screws & Fixings 

 

All signage plaques, symbols and logos are fitted one of two ways. 

 

If not specified, colour matched pop rivets are used.  These provide the most secure fixing and are less 

significant than a screw head.  Pop rivets can be removed if a sign needs to be changed.  This is done by 

drilling the centre out of the pop rivet. 

 

If requested, colour matched security fixing screws are used.  We use special vandal resistant fixture 

which is not commonly available but the tools can be ordered to supply to customers for maintenance 

purposes. 

 

If signage is being installed amongst a marine environment, stainless steel fixings are recommended. 

 

6) Sign Options 

 

Bollard Signs 

 

Bollard Signs are made using /ƻǎǎŜǘΩǎ 9±9w¢¦CCϰ 

100, 125 & 150mm square bollards.  These signs 

generally have two functions, as a guide or track 

reassurance sign and secondly as a facility symbols 

sign. Guide signs are usually placed near access 

points to show destinations or places of interest 

and reassurance signs let users know that they are 

on the correct path. 

 

Bollards can also show prohibitive and regulatory 

symbols and facility symbols such as toilet signs 

that are usually placed within 200 metres of the 

facility and are accompanied by a directional arrow.  

This type of sign is non invasive, easy to understand 

and gets the message across quickly. 

 

With all Bollard Signs having four faces, there is 

ample room for various different prohibitive and 

regulatory symbols. 
 

        
 

                                                                                

 

Specifications  

Bollards Bollard 100mm Square x 1500mm with Pyramid Top 
Bollard 125mm Square x 1500mm with Pyramid Top 
Bollard 150mm Square x 1500mm with Pyramid Top 
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Colour Charcoal 

Logos & Symbols 
 

These are always reverse-routed as a first option, but if this is not 
possible due to logo complications or by request, they will be printed. 
Bollard 100mm ς Round symbols are 90mm in diameter, square symbols 
are 90mm x 130mm. 
Bollard 125mm - Round symbols are 100mm in diameter, square symbols 
are 100mm x 150mm. 
Bollard 150mm - Round symbols are 120mm in diameter, square symbols 
are 120mm x 180mm. 

 
User Notes 
 

- Plaques start 40mm down from the straight edge of the bollard 
- The vertical gap between each symbol is 15mm 
- Maximum width of plaques cannot exceed 100mm on 125mm bollard 
- Maximum width of plaques cannot exceed 130mm on 150mm bollard 

 

 

Totem Signs 

 

 

Track Markers, or Totems as they are 

commonly known, are very sturdy and offer 

great information on shared footways, tracks, 

parks, gardens and sports grounds. 

 

There are two profiles available, both of which 

are to be concreted into the ground to offer 

the best security of your sign. 

 

These signs offer a larger area for warnings, 

hazards, regulatory or interpretive signs than a 

post sign and a good for off-road and 

intersecting carriageways. 
 

                 
  

 

Specifications  

Totem 200mm x 50mm x 2000mm 
200mm x 75mm x 2000mm 

Colour Charcoal 



7 Cosset Industries Australia Pty Ltd ς Free Call 1800 COSSET 
 

Logos & Symbols 
 

These are always reverse-routed as a first option, but if this is not 
possible due to logo complications or by request, they will be printed. 
 
Small, medium and large plaques can be fitted. 

 
User Notes 
 

- All totems have a 10mm 45 degree chamfer around the top 
- The first plaque starts 40mm down from the top 
- The vertical gap between plaques is 15mm 

 

 

Plank Signs 

 

 

Plank signage is defined as being one or more 

horizontal planks slotted between two posts. 

 

Logos and symbols can be routed into the posts or 

planks, along with painted lettering on planks to  

provide clear and legible information to showcase 

relevant information for a particular site. 

 

Planks are recessed into the posts 35mm for greater 

security and you can have up to four planks 

providing ample space for all your signage 

requirements. 

 

Specifications  

Posts Bollard 100mm square x 1500mm  
(1500mm is standard height only and can be increased) 

Planks 140mm x 40mm plank 1800mm 
200mm x 50mm plank 1800mm 

Colour Charcoal 

Text 
 

Text sizes are always indicated by the vertical height of the capital letter.  
Any text size is available generally, however commonly used sizes are: 
50mm   60mm   75mm   90mm   100mm   115mm   120mmm 
Lettering can be painted to any required colour, with Cream, White and 
Yellow being the most common. 
 

Logos & Symbols Logos and Symbols can be placed on either the posts or the planks.  The 
planks allow bigger plaques but usually company names/council logos 
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are placed on the left hand post, if not both posts. 

 
User Notes 
 

- Post logos are aligned with the centre of the first vertical plank 
- First plank is 50mm down from the top of the post 
- Gap between planks is 40mm 
- Planks are slotted 35mm inside the posts 
- Coloured screws are inserted from the back of the posts 

 

 

 

Paddle Signs 

 

Paddle signs are an attractive looking sign, and 

consist of 2 components (Post and Top). The paddle 

has been designed for high impact and high 

attention applications. 

 

These signs generate interest just by their presence, 

which ensures that the majority of passers-by are 

going to pay careful attention to the signs messages 

and symbols. These are a very strong product, and 

offer long-term signage for those areas where you 

need durable, clear messages to those who are to 

enter or pass by. 

 

The polycarbonate printed sign is encased in a 

heavy duty surround.  It can be removed from the 

άǎƭŜŜǾŜέ ƛŦ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ άǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ 

ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜέΦ 

 

The paddle sign is an integral part of the Surf Life 

Saving manual, and is recommended for use along 

coastlines.  
 

 

Specifications  

Posts Paddle Post  125mm Square x 2500mm 

Top Paddle Top  800mm x 400mm Vertically Mounted 

Colour Posts: Charcoal 
Podium Top: Green, Grey or Charcoal 

Logos & Symbols 
 

The size of the plaque used inside the paddle is 740 x 340mm.  This is 
digitally reverse printed and placed on polycarbonate material. 
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User Notes 
 

 
The screws that bind the paddle head to the post are hidden underneath the print for anti-vandalism. 

 

 

 

Podium Signs 

 

 

The podium is a waist high angled sign that 

allows the user to read information and 

observe the respective surroundings. 

 

Podiums are designed using the 125mm 

Standard Bollard for the vertical support.  

 

800mm x 400mm podium heads are cut from 

recycled plastic sheeting and are finished with 

an insert of reverse printed polycarbonate. 

 

Podiums are great for use in museums, parks, 

gardens and other key areas.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specifications  

Posts Bollard 125mm Square x 1500mm 

Top Podium Top  800mm x 400mm Horizontally Mounted 

Colours Posts: Charcoal 
Paddle Top: Green, Grey or Charcoal 

Logos & Symbols 
 

The size of the plaque used inside the podium head is 740mm x 340mm.  
This is digitally reverse printed and placed on polycarbonate material. 
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Display Signs 

 

 

Display signs are defined as being a large sign 

mounted between two posts.  These are usually 

reinforced with strengthening bars and feature top 

and bottom rails together with a backing board for 

extra support. 

 

They can come in all different shapes, sizes and 

dimensions.  These signs vary depending on the 

design or image you want to achieve and the 

text/logo requirements you have. 

 

There are two Display Signs available:  

 

Option #1 Reverse printing onto polycarbonate - 

this allows full colour digital graphics where a 

variety of text, graphics and photos to be 

effectively combined.  Using this method, the cost 

is calculated by the size of the print, regardless of 

how much information in detailed. 

 

Option #2 Two-tone sandwich board is used for its 

ultra-tough qualities but is limited to only two 

colours. However, painting can be undertaken if 

more than two colours are required and logos and 

symbols can be inserted in to sign for extra colour. 

 

 

 

 
Option #1 - Reverse Print Display Sign 

 

 
Option #2 - Routed Display Sign 

 

 

Specifications  

Posts Bollard 100mm Square x 1500mm to 2700mm  

Colour Charcoal 

Logos & Symbols Maximum print size 1150mm x 2350mm 
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Notice Boards 

 

Notice Boards are made using a combination of our 

recycled wood plastic composite posts, recycled 

plastic backing board, recycled rubber pin board 

and an aluminium window frame featuring a clear 

polycarbonate cover. 

 

Built with the same strong durable materials like 

our other signs, notice boards provide access to pin 

onto the recycled rubber backing signs that are of a 

temporary or seasonal nature. The top board can 

be inscribed with wording and the posts can also 

have a logo inserted. Notice Boards are commonly 

used in large reserves, schools and camping areas. 

 

 

 

Specifications  

Posts Bollard 125mm Square x 2700mm 

Top Plank 200mm x 50mm 

Colour Charcoal 

Window Size Frame 800mm x 1200mm ς Window 1050mm x 750mm 

User Notes 
 

- A bottom plank can be included 
- A digital print can be fixed to the back of the sign if required 

 

 

 

Seat Plaques and Plank Lettering 

 

Cosset Industries offers various sized plaques suitabƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 9±9w¢¦CCϰ park furniture range. 

 

Seat and bench plaques are 236mm x 72mm in size, unless otherwise specified.  Table plaque sizes vary, 

but usually 150mm square plaques are used on 200mm x 50mm table slats. 

 

The material used for plaques is 3.2mm thick and either high-impact acrylic (for reverse routed) and 

polycarbonate (for printed).  The plaques are routed into the planks, at a 4.5mm depth.  The plaques are 

secured with either pop rivets or vandal resistant screws if requested. 

 

Plank lettering/routing is also available, and can be painted any colour. 


